HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD

Dan 3:1

1
King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.

(NIV)

Dan 3:4-6

4
Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language:

5
As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.

6
Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace."

(NIV)

Dan 3:12

12
But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon-- Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego-- who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up."

(NIV)

Dan 3:16-18

16
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.

17
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.

18
But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."

(NIV)

WHEN THE HEAT IS TURNED UP HOW WILL YOU REACT?

WHEN YOUR BUDDY ASK YOU TO GO HAVE A DRINK WITH HIM,

WHO WILL YOU SERVE?

WHEN YOUR GIRL FRIEND ASK YOU TO GO OUT AND PARTY WITH

HER, WHO WILL YOU SERVE?

WHEN YOUR FRIEND ASK YOU TO SHARE A JOINT WITH THEM, WHO WILL

YOU SERVE?

WHEN YOUR FRIEND ASK YOU TO GO FISHING, AND YOU KNOW YOU SHOULD BE IN CHURCH, WHO WILL YOU SERVE?

WHEN YOUR FAMILY COMES IN TOWN FOR THE WEEKEND AND THEY WANT YOU TO STAY WITH THEM INSTEAD OF GOING TO CHURCH, WHO WILL YOU SERVE?  (ANCESTOR WORSHIP)

WHEN YOUR STANDING AT THE FURNACE OF AFFLICTION AND THE DOCTOR GIVES YOU A BAD REPORT, HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD? WHO’S REPORT WILL YOU WORSHIP?

Dan 3:19-30

19
Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual

20
and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.

21
So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.

22
The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,

23
and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.

24
Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king."

25
He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods."

26
Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire,

27
and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

28
Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.

29
Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way."

30
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

(NIV)

Luke 5:1-11

1
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God,

2
he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets.

3
He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

4
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch."

5
Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."

WHEN HE TELLS YOU TO KEEP DOING WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN DOING, WILL

YOU OBEY HIM? IS YOUR GOD BIG ENOUGH TO TRUST? ARE YOU READY TO LAUNCH OUT IN DEEPER WATER, EVEN THOUGH YOU HAVE BEEN FISHING ALL NIGHT!

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.

THE MIRACLE CAME WHEN THEY WERE OBEDIENT
7
So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

8
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!"

9
For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken,

10
and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men."

11
So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

(NIV)

Matt 14:26-33

26
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear.

28 27
But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."

29 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."

ARE YOU WILLING TO GET OUT OF YOUR BOAT? WHAT IS YOUR BOATS NAME?

DOUBT AND UNBELIEF?, FEAR, RELIGIOUS TRADITION, SATISFIED, 

30 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.

THE MIRACLE CAME WHEN HE WAS OBEDIENT

31 30
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"

32 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"

IS YOUR GOD BIGGER THAN YOUR CIRCUMSTANCE? 

IS GOD BIGGER THAN THE DEVIL IN YOUR LIFE

32
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down.

33
Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."

(NIV)

17 Matt 14:17-21

18 "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they answered.

HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD WHEN THE KITCHEN 

CABINETS ARE LOOKING BARE? WHO WILL YOU WORSHIP IN THE VALLEY,

19 ITS EASY TO WORSHIP GOD ON THE MOUNTAIN TOP!

20 "Bring them here to me," he said.

THE MIRACLE CAME WITH OBEDIENCE!

19
And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.

20
They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.

21
The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.

(NIV)

John 11:32-45

32
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died."

33
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.

34
"Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," they replied.

35
Jesus wept.

36
Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"

37
But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"

38
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.

39
"Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days."

41 40
Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"

42 So they took away the stone. 

THE MIRACLE STARTED WHEN THEY WERE OBEDIENT!

Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me.

42
I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me."

44 43
When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"

45 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."

Heb 11:6-12

6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

7
By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.

9
By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.

10
For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

11
By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.

12
And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. (NIV)

