COME TO GATE BEAUTIFUL
              

Acts 3:1-11

1
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-- at three in the afternoon.

2
Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.

3
When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.

4
Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!"

5
So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.

6
Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."

7
Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong.

8
He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.

9
When all the people saw him walking and praising God,

10
they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

11
While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade.

(NIV)

Acts 3:1-19

2 1
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-- at three in the afternoon.

3 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.

NOW A MAN CRIPPLED FROM BIRTH

HIS CONDITION WAS MUCH LIKE MANY 

IN THE BODY OF CHRIST TODAY

Some have been crippled since their spiritual birth because no one told them

their rights as a child of God.  They don’t know what their covenant is!!!

A-SOME ARE LAYING OUTSIDE THE GATE AND GOD’S PROVISION
IS JUST ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THAT GATE

B-SOME ARE CRIPPLED BY UNCONFESSED SIN

C-SOME ARE CRIPPLED BY STINKIN THINKIN THAT
DOES’T LINE UP WITH THE WORD OF GOD

D-THE TRADITIONS OF SOME HAVE MADE THE WORD OF GOD 

AND THEIR COVENANT WITH GOD OF NO EFFECT

E-WE ARE KINGS AND PRIEST LAYING OUTSIDE THE GATE BEGGING

He was put every day to beg from 

those going into the temple courts.

NOTICE THAT THOSE WHO PUT HIM THERE TO BEG

WERE THE ONES GOING INTO THE TEMPLE

A-WHY DIDN’T THEY BRING HIM INTO THE TEMPLE?
B-A RELIGIOUS SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS LEAVE YOU OUTSIDE THE GATE

YOUR NEARNESS GIVES YOU A FORM OF GODLINESS BUT YOU DENY HIS POWER BECAUSE YOU HAVE NEVER ENTERED IN OR HAD SOMEONE TAKE YOU THROUGH THE GATE TO GODS PROMISES

C-A RELIGIOUS SPIRIT ALWAYS EXPECTS SOMEONE ELSE TO TAKE CARE OF THE NEED

HE WILL BRING YOU TO THE GATE SO THAT SOMEONE CAN BLESS YOU

D-I WONDER HOW MANY TIMES PETER AND JOHN HAD PASSED 

BY THIS BEGGER AND NOT STOPPED TO HELP HIM?

E-WHAT WOULD CAUSE THIS DAY TO BE ANY DIFFERENT? WHAT WOULD CAUSE THEM 

TO STOP FROM THEIR BUSY SCHEDULE? THEY HAD TO BE BUSIER THAN EVER BEFORE

THEY HAD 3000 NEW CONVERTS TO DISCIPLE!

F-I WONDER IF WHEN THEY SAW THIS BEGGER LAYING THERE

 LAME, THEY HAD A FLASH BACK OF A WORD SPOKEN BY JESUS  

Acts 1:4-5

4
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.

5
For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

(NIV)

Acts 1:8

8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

(NIV)

G-COULD IT BE PETER AND JOHN NEVER STOPPED BEFORE BECAUSE THEY 

WERE NOT EMPOWERED TO GIVE THE BEGGER WHAT HE REALLY NEEDED

4 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.

THE BEGGER DIDN’T KNOW WHAT HE REALLY NEEDED-JUST LIKE US AT TIMES-WE DON’T UNDERSTAND WHAT WE REALLY NEED

A-HAVE WE EVER ASK GOD FOR SOMETHING THAT 

REALLY WOULDN’T SOLVE OUR PROBLEM?

B-HOW COULD THIS MONEY THE BEGGER ASK FOR CHANGE HIS HEART?

C-HOW COULD IT HEAL HIS LAME BODY?

D-HOW MANY COINS COULD THE RELIGIOUS THROW AT THE 

BEGGERS FEET, TO EASE THEIR CONCIENCE, AS THEY PASSED 

HIM BY EVERY TIME THEY WENT INTO THE TEMPLE

E-HOW MANY GOD BLESS YOU’S HAD THIS LAME MAN HEARD, 

HOW MANY BE WARM AND BE FILLED HAD HE HEARD IN HIS LIFE TIME,

WITHOUT SEEING HIS ON CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE

F-HOW MANY, I WILL PRAY FOR YOU’S CAN A BEGGER STAND, 

WHEN THERE IS NO MANIFESTATION AND SO MUCH OF THE 

TIME YOU FEEL IT IS COMING FROM AN UNSINCERE HEART.

WE WILL NOT GO UNPUNISHED FOR 

NEGLECTING THE NEEDS OF OTHERS

Luke 16:19-25

19
"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day.

20
At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores

21
and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22
"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried.

23
In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.

24
So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'

25
"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.

(NIV)

5 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!"
PETER AND JOHN LOOKED STRAIGHT AT HIM

A-FIRST--THE CHURCH OF JESUS MUST REDIRECT THEIR ATTENTION 

TO THE NEEDS OF A SICK, LOST AND DYING WORLD
B-THE PROBLEMS WON’T GO AWAY JUST BECAUSE WE TURN 

OUR HEAD AWAY, AS WE GO INTO THE TEMPLE

THAN PETER SAID LOOK AT US

A-SECOND—THE WORLD MUST TURN THEIR ATTENTION FROM THEIR 

OWN PROBLEMS, TO THE PROBLEM SOLVER—THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

6 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.

HE EXPECTED TO RECEIVE SOMETHING FROM THEM

A-THIRD—WE MUST EXPECT TO RECEIVE SOMETHING FROM THE LORD,

THE WORLD CAN’T GIVE US, NOR CAN THE RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF MEN

7 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you.

 In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."

PETER EXPLAINED, WHAT YOU THINK

YOU WANT I CAN NOT GIVE YOU!

but what I have I give you-WHAT DID THEY HAVE?

A-THEY HAD PAID THE PRICE AND BEEN IN GOD’S PRESENCE—

THEY HAD BEEN OBEDIENT TO GO AND WAIT FOR THE PROMISE—

B-THEY HAD received THE POWER AND FIRE OF THE HOLY GHOST

C-NOW THEY WERE WILLING TO FREELY GIVE WHAT THEY HAD received

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth

A-PETER MADE DEMAND ON THE ANOINTING

B-HE STEPPED OUT OF THE BOAT AGAIN

C-HE COULD NOT PASS THAT LAME MAN AGAIN, HE REMEMBERED ALL THE 

MIRACLES HE HAD SEEN AND DETERMINED, ENOUGH IS ENOUGH—THE DEVIL

HAS HAD THIS MAN  BOUND IN BODY AND SPIRIT LONG ENOUGH

7. Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and 

instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong.

HE TOOK HIM BY THE RIGHT HAND

A-ITS TIME WE REACH OUT A HAND AND HELP THEM UP—

IN THE NAME OF JESUS AND THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST

B-INSTANTLY HE WAS MADE STRONG-

THAT DAY JESUS’S WORD WAS CONFIRMED AGAIN

Luke 4:18-19

18
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,

19
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

(NIV)

8. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, 

walking and jumping, and praising God.

Then he went with them into the temple courts

A-HE FINALLY RECEIVED WHAT HE REALLY NEEDED

B-FINALLY A SERVANT OF GOD REACHED OUT A HAND

C-THIS BEGGER FINALLY SAW JESUS THROUGH THE 

EYES AND HANDS OF PETER AND JOHN

D-NOW HE COULD ENTER IN---HYPOCRISY WAS STRIPPED AWAY BY

COMPASSION, DOUBT WAS REMOVED AS HE LEAPED AND JUMPED

E-SUDDENLY THIS MAN HAD SOMETHING TO PRAISE ABOUT---SOMETHING TO SHOUT ABOUT—AND SOMETHING TO DANCE ABOUT.

PETER AND JOHN  COULD NOT WALK PAST THIS BEGGER ANYMORE BECAUSE SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED TO THEM IN THE UPPER

ROOM THAT WAS BIGGER THAN THE BOTH OF THEM

Acts 2:1-4

1
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.

2
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.

3
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.

4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

A-THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE GREAT I AM, IN THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

B-THEY WERE NOW EQUIPPED FOR THE WORK OF THE LORD

C-THEY COULD NOW GIVE A CUP OF WATER IN JESUS NAME, 

19 BECAUSE THERE CUP WAS FULL

9
When all the people saw him walking and praising God,

10
they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

11
While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade.

12
When Peter saw this, he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?

13
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.

14
You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you.

15
You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.

16
By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.

17
"Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders.

18
But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.

20 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, 

that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,

WE NEED TO COME TO GATE BEAUTIFUL AND EXAMINE OUR HEARTS

A-WOULD YOU HAVE STOPPED

B-IF YOU DID STOP, IS YOUR CUP FULL

C-WOULD YOU HAVE THE FAITH TO BELIEVE GOD WOULD HEAL HIM

REPENT, AND TURN TO GOD SO TIMES OF REFRESING 

CAN COME FROM THE LORD  

Acts 2:16-21

16
No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17
"'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.

18
Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.

19
I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke.

20
The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

21
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'

(NIV)

A-COME AND BE SAVED

B-COME AND BE HEALED

C-COME AND BE RESTORED

D-COME AND BE FILLED

E-COME AND BE BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY GHOST

